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that among the concessions which we might make a con-
ference would without doubt be the least undesirable.

"When communicating to the President our reply to the
German note, be good enough to tell him that his ideas and
advice inspired it. At first we thought that it would suf-
fice to contradict the false statements which had been pub-
lished regarding our action in Morocco and to show that
such action menaced no interests. We have gone farther
and shown ourselves ready to accept, owing to necessity,'
the idea of a conference, in spite of serious reasons we had
to entertain objections to such a project.

"But nothing has so far occurred to prove that even by
a conference an agreement can be reached. Up to the
present moment it is impossible to determine with certainty
the immediate aim of Germany, The German Ambassador
assures us that so far as Germany is concerned there is in
all this affair only a question of form and of etiquette, that
it is only to test the right of the signatory powers to the
Convention of Madrid, that a temporary regime of very
short duration would suffice to establish such right, and
that then France could take up again the realization of
her program. But in thus circumscribing the range of
German action, Prince Eadolin fails to make in the name of
his Government any proposition save that of a conference.
The rest, he says, is merely a deduction, which he himself
makes from the nature of things, and he avoids making
known the attitude which the German Government will take
at the conference. At the same time the Emperor takes
steps to inform us in Paris that all the forces of Germany
are behind the Sultan of Morocco, and he uses the most
menacing language towards us at Washington, at Borne
and at Madrid.

"Mr. Eoosevelt can avert the danger. Tell him that the
exceptional authority which attaches to his counsel, not
only because of his office, but also because of his character,
his sense of right and justice, and his clear perception of
what are the highest interests, qualify him in supreme